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Sanitary Sewer System Upgrades Completed

In 2001, Hartselle Utilities began a detailed
study for a daunting project: to rehabilitate or

sewer system upgrades were completed by
August 2006, well ahead of compliance with

replace 42 miles of sewer lines running beneath
the city. At that time, parts of the sewer system
were over 60 years old, and broken pipes, damaged
manholes and faulty sewer connections allowed
outside water to enter the system. Inyltration, from
groundwater, and inpow, from surface water (com-
monly referred to as /1) took up capacity in the
system and frequently caused wastewater to over-
pow out of the system. These overpows created a
health hazard and threatened the environment in
Hartselle, and the HU board approved an aggres-

our Consent Order with ADEM,” says HU
General Manager Ferrell Vest. fiPhase 4 of the
plan began in 2007, and work on the waste-
water treatment plant continues.”

The overall I/l project cost just over $5 mil-
lion. With assistance from Rep. Bud Cramer,
HU received three EPA Special Needs Grants
totaling $2.8 million to help ynance the project.
HU was required to provide matching funds for
the grants, which it did through a combination
of funds on hand and low interest loans from the

sive upgrade program to correct the problems.
The project was divided into four phases. The

ADEM State Revolving Fund (SRF).
“Had we not asked for the money from the

yrst three phases addressed I/l problems; Phase 4 |
centered around HU’s 23-year-old wastewater treatment plant.

Work on the project began in 2002, with 13 basins requiring
repairs. During the next six years, HU replaced or repaired 1,968
manholes; 490,604 feet of gravity sewer lines; 53,182 feet of force
main lines; and installed an I/I Diversion facility at the plant.

On January 12, 2003, HU entered into a voluntary Consent Or-
der with the Alabama Department of Environmental Management
(ADEM) to complete the sewer upgrades by 2008. The projects
were based on a schedule adopted by the HU Board in 2001.

fiWe are happy to report that Phases 1, 2 and 3 of our sanitary

federal government,” Vest says, “we would
not have received the grants. We still would have had to correct the
problems in the sewer system, but our customers would have had to
directly foot the bill for the entire project. ”

In 2006, HU received the national PISCES award from the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for the sewer system
improvements. The PISCES, which stands for fiPerformance and In-
novation in the SRF Creating Environmental Success,0 recognizes
fisystems that achieve signiycant environmental and economic ben-
eyts with an innovative and effective project,0 according to ADEM,
which nominated HU for the award.

Hartselle Leaders Going to Washington With Annual Legislative Agenda

In early March, representatives from several Hartselle organiza-
tions will return to Washington to ask members of Congress for
help in securing federal funding for ongoing community projects.

The group is scheduled to include Mayor Dwight Tankersley,
Hartselle Utilities General Manager Ferrell \est, HU Board Chair-
man Mike Gunter, HU Superintendent of Sewer System Operations
Robert Wright, and members of the City Council, County Com-
mission, Planning Commission, Chamber of Commerce, Hartselle
Development Board, Metropolitan Planning Organization, and the
Morgan County Economic Development Association. They plan to
meet with Rep. Parker Grifyth, Rep. Robert Aderholt, Sen. Jeff Ses-
sions, and Sen. Richard Shelby.

The Hartselle representatives will present a Federal Legislative
Agenda which outlines federal funding priorities for the Hartselle
area. Transportation projects continue to top the list for this year, in-
cluding the ongoing project to extend and widen Highway 36 from

Vaughn Bridge Road to I-65 and improvements to Thompson Road.

The second item on the Legislative Agenda is funding for contin-
ued improvements to HU’s wastewater treatment plant.

“We have focused on rehabilitating the current 23-year-old
wastewater treatment plant,” explains Vest, “but due to what appears
to be new permit issues, we are having to regroup and relook at
the process. We may have to redesign some of the facility to meet
emerging permit limitations ADEM has asked for.”

ADEM has asked HU to begin limiting the amounts of nitrates

Continued on back

TVA Fuel Cost Adjustment for April: -/%
The FCA affects only the electric portion of your HU bill. It is adjusted quarterly

and can be a credit or debit to allow TVA to recover, when necessary, increases in
purchased power and fuel-related costs. The FCA for January was -6%.







